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A Message from State Director Virginia Manuel

In Fiscal Year 2014, USDA Rural  
Development invested $433.8 

million, including leveraged funds in 
Maine communities. This figure repre-
sents the efforts of our partners, our 
hardworking Maine staff, and our com-
mitment to providing opportunities to 
Maine businesses, communities, and 
people through our diverse programs.

You will read in this publication about 
some of the many vibrant and innova-
tive Maine businesses that are utilizing 

our state’s abundant natural resources to produce unique prod-
ucts and services, including locally grown and produced foods. 
One such business highlighted here is VitaminSea, with head-
quarters in Scarborough, which makes a variety of value-added 
products from Maine seaweed. 

Additionally, two Maine renewable energy “firsts” are highlighted-  
Maine’s first net-zero solar and geothermal affordable housing 
complex, Brookside Village, in Farmington, and Maine’s first solar 
ski area, Mt. Abram, in Greenwood. Along with Community Eco-
nomic Development projects that support our community facilities, 
wastewater infrastructure, and rural businesses, such as Front 
Street Shipyard, in Belfast, these efforts are helping to promote 
economic prosperity in rural Maine. 

FY 2014 has truly been a year of great milestones and accom-
plishments for Maine’s rural communities, and we are pleased to 
work with our valued partners in FY 2015. 
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Fiscal Year 2014Investing in Healthy and Sustainable Rural Maine Communities
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Housing Programs: 
$336.7 Million
Community Programs: 
$48.8 Million

Business Programs: 
$20.6 Million

Total:$433.8 Million
*Includes $27.7 mil in Leveraged Funds

 

          

Housing Programs: 

•	 2,085	Maine	families	were	assisted	in		
								obtaining	the	American	Dream	of	homeownership.	

•	 			129	Maine	families	were	assisted	in	making		
									essential	home	repairs	and	energy-efficient		
									upgrades.	

•	 5,545	families	or	individuals	were	assisted	in		
								quality	rental	housing	with	over	$31.6	million		
								invested	in	Rental	Assistance.	

Community Programs:

•	 35	essential	community	facilities	such	as	schools,		
								first	responders,	water	and	wastewater	facilities,		
								and	libraries	were	assisted.	

•	 15,684	people	were	assisted	in	quality	water	systems			
									through	funding	of	essential	water	and	wastewater		
									infrastructure.	

•	 6	health	care	and	educational	facilities	received	
								Distance	Learning	and	Telemedicine	Program	
								funds	for	learning	and	health	care	opportunities.	

Business & Cooperative Programs:

•	 604	jobs	have	been	saved	or	are	projected	to	be	created.	

•	 148	Maine	businesses	were	assisted.	

•	 8	Rural	Energy	for	America	Program	Loans		
									or	Grants	were	awarded	to	Maine’s	agricultural		
									producers	and	rural	small	businesses.		

   



 
I. Creating Ladders of Opportunity 
for Rural Americans with a Commu-
nity Economic Development  
Approach and Targeted Investments 
in High Need Communities
Rural Development supports this priority by 
focusing its investment in low-income rural 
communities and taking a community eco-
nomic development approach to its invest-
ments, from housing and community facilities 
to infrastructure and rural business and coop-
erative development. 

USDA Rural Development Priority Areas

“Strong Rural Communities are the Key to a Stronger America” - President Obama

Town of Hartland Wastewater Upgrades
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      Projects Highlighted in this Report:
           -  Town of Hartland
           -  Jackson Family 
           -  Katahdin Valley Health Center
           -  Front Street Shipyard

 
II. Advancing the Bioeconomy,  
Supporting Development of Renew-
able Energy, and Promoting Energy 
Efficiency
Energy presents rural America with historic 
economic opportunities. The bioeconomy 
continues to grow and expand; from solar to 
wind, there is growing demand for renewable 
energy. From solar panels on Rural Develop-
ment-financed housing properties to grants, 
direct loans, and loan guarantees through 
Rural Development energy programs, Rural 
Development invests in growing the bioecon-
omy, supporting the development of renew-
able energy, and promoting energy efficiency 
nationwide. 

 
III. Growing Local and Regional 
Food Systems
Rural communities stand to prosper from 
the creation and expansion of infra-
structure, business services, and supply 
chain development needed to respond to 
increased demand for and consumption 
of food that is consumed in the region 
where it is grown. With funding for in-
frastructure, business development, and 
technical assistance, Rural Development 
directly supports the growth of local and 
regional food systems throughout the 
country. 

      Projects Highlighted in this Report:
           -  Brookside Village Apartments
           -  Mt. Abram Ski Area
           -  Longleaf Lumber

      Projects Highlighted in this Report:
           -  Passamaquoddy Tribe Maple Syrup Venture
           -  VitaminSea
           -  Flying Goat Farm 

Brookside Village Net-Zero Apartments Passamaquoddy Tribe Maple Syrup



 

USDA Rural Development State Director Virginia Manuel (back row second from right) joined Town 
Manager of Hartland Chris Littlefield, Tasman Industries Executive Vice President Conrad Nadeau, 
Congressional Staff, State Representatives, Partners, and Children from the Hartland community in 
signing the official USDA Earth Day Banner, which pledges to keep the environment clean.

  USDA Rural Development Invests in Hartland’s Wastewater Infrastructure 

O

Water  
and Waste Disposal Direct Loan and Grant 

Investing in Community Economic Development
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The Jackson Family of 13 have found the perfect home to suit their large family’s needs. 

  USDA Rural Development Helps Large Northern Maine Family Feel Right  
  at Home 

J
502 Direct Loan 

Investing in Community Economic Development
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Newly renovated space at the Ashland branch of Katahdin Valley Health Center will better serve many 
northern Maine residents.

  USDA Rural Development Invests in Healthcare in Medically Underserved Area 

Community Facility Guaranteed Loan 

Investing in Community Economic Development
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Front Street Shipyard President JB Turner stands next to yachts “Atlantide” and “Tumblehome,” which 
were refitted at its Belfast facility.

  Local Shipyard Efforts Support Maine’s Boat Manufacturing Industry 

U Business & Industry  
Guaranteed Loan 

Investing in Community Economic Development
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Standing in front of the solar array at Maine’s first solar-powered ski area, Mt. Abram, at the Solar 
Commissioning Ceremony are: Solar Market Owner Naoto Inoue; Mt. Abram Owner Matthew Han-
cock; USDA Rural Development State Director Virginia Manuel; Office of Senator Angus King, Jr. 
Regional Representative Ben Tucker; and Office of Senator Susan M. Collins State Office Represen-
tative Carlene Tremblay.

  Mt. Abram Becomes Landmark Solar Ski Area 

Rural Energy for America 
Program Grant 

Investing in Renewable Energy Systems and the Bioeconomy
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 USDA Rural Development State Director Virginia Manuel joins Brookside Village Tenant, Owners   
 Byron (Buzz) Davis and Bill Marceau, MaineHousing Director of Development Dan Brennan; Bangor 
Savings Bank Senior Vice President of Community Development Lending John Moore; Farmington 
Town Manager Richard Davis; and Partners in cutting the ribbon at a Grand Opening Ceremony for 

  USDA Rural Development Supports Maine’s First Solar Affordable Apartments 

B
Rural Rental 

Investing in Renewable Energy Systems and the Bioeconomy
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  Longleaf Lumber employee Broc Harzinski works on crafting a headboard from reclaimed walnut    
  lumber.

  Longleaf Lumber Cuts Costs Through Renewable Energy 

L

Investing in Renewable Energy Systems and the Bioeconomy
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Passamaquody Tribe Forestry Technician Karl Nicholas demonstrates proper tapping techniques. 

  USDA Rural Development Supports Maine Tribal Maple Syrup Venture 

Rural Business 

Growing Local and Regional Food Systems
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VitaminSea Harvester, Paul Tarkleson holds up  ‘Kombu’ Seaweed. 

  USDA Rural Development Supports Maine Aquaculture Business 

I

Growing Local and Regional Food Systems
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A visitor to the farm during an Open Farm Day visits with Goat “Yoko.”

   
Small Maine Family Goat Farm Has Long-Term Sustainability in Mind 

T
Rural Energy for America  

Program Grant 

Growing Local And Regional Food Systems
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Presque Isle Area Office 
735 Main Street, Suite 1

Presque Isle, ME 04769
Tel.: (207) 764-4157
Fax: (207) 762-2246

Bangor Area Office
1423 Broadway, Suite 3

Bangor, ME 04401-2468
Tel.: (207) 990-3676
Fax: (207) 990-5092

Lewiston Area Office
254 Goddard Road

Lewiston, ME 04240
Tel.: (207) 753-9400
Fax: (207) 784-1335

Scarborough Area Office
306 US Route 1, Suite B1

Scarborough, ME 04074
Tel.: (207) 883-0159
Fax: (207) 883-2740

Rural Development State Office
967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4

Bangor, ME 04401-2767
Tel.: (207) 990-9160
Fax: (207) 990-9165

Contact Our Staff

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital 
status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited 
bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file an employment complaint, you must contact your agency’s EEO Counselor (click the hyperlink for list of EEO Counselors) within 45 days of the date of the alleged discriminatory act, event, or in the case of a personnel action. Additional information can be found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html.

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also 
write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-
7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to file either an EEO or program complaint please contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).

Persons with disabilities who wish to file a program complaint, please see information above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If you require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

    
http://www.rd.usda.gov/me




